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At the Citizens' Union)# labor meet-

TAXES fng on Tuesday evenimig the Rev. Dr.
ANb Rainsford told th.. assembled work-
ingmen a number of wholesome t'ru_the.

RENTS. and some thing.s that laft a little room

for eriticlsnd. Among the latter was
. the statement: - 8

Our taxes are too hlgh, av7d the landlords put Itin your rentl
‘Taxes nre high because thwe business of the olty has heen _hmn:
carrled “on; because fro.m top to bottom It has been full. of
jobbery.

Dr. Rainsford su!d not explain how this theory could be
‘made to agrew with his other allegation that rents were
cheaper In ‘fhe fashionable quarters than in the tenemént
district=. High taxes pervade all parts of the city alike,
and 1% they slways mean high reats, then rents sghould be
-eqrully affected by them on Cherry HIll and on Fifth ave-
~,ge. The truth is that taxes affect only one element ot
rent, and that element is one which s more conspicuous in
the richer than In the poorer quarters of the town. A tax
on improvements may be shifted to the tenants, because it
tends to discourage bullding. Money will not be Invested
in new buildings without some prospect of the ordinary net
" returns on capltel. But taxes on land cannot be shifted,
because they do not tend to reduce the amount of land in
the market, but rather to increase it. - The landlords natu-
Tally collect just s large rents as they can get at any time,
whether they are taxad low or high. They do not ask their
tenants how much they can afford to pay, and the tenants
‘do not ask how little the landlords can afford to accept.
“It 18 simply & matter of the number of people desiring lots
in given locations as compared with the number of such
lota to be had. As the value of Improvements {3 compara-
tively small In the poorer districts, the landlords bear a
greater proportion of the taxes there than they do In tha
‘districts in which rents are governed more largely by the
amount of capital seeking Investment in buildings. Work-
‘ingmen ars deeply interested in seelng the clty. get full
valua for gll the money It spends, but they are not so
much interested in having the total expenses kept small—
which is a fortanate thing for the reformers who are re-
sponsible for the present tax levy. ' 4

o Ex-Mayor Hugh J. Grant, In his com-
CORPORATIONS

munication to the Jjournal with ref-

AND erence to the public ownership of rail-

s roads and gas works, left a link miss-

~ " CUSTOMERS. ing from his logical chain. “I do not

think it would: be conducive to the in-
terest of the publie,” he sald) “to have the municipal gov-
ern.;ﬂent itself owning frenchises of either railroads or gas
works. Under private ownership they can be conducted
much more sconomically, and they are alle to give better
gservice at less price.”

It I8 not eertaln that all enterprises can be conducted
-more economically under private than under public owner-
ghip. but I it were, the question would still remain whether
the benefit of these economies went to the people ar to
lli‘ﬁ-nebod}' else. Possibly corporations may be *‘able to give
better service at less price” than public agencies, but ‘do
they do it? How does the New Yorker, for instance;, who
buys his gas from & privats company at §1.25 per thousand
feet gompars with the resident of Glasgow who buys his |
from & municipal plant at 66 cents? The government of
New York under Tammany was not consldered 1dzal, but

+ the publie water works of this eity under that regime sup-
plled consumers at about half the price charged by & tor=
" paration in San Francisco. The national post office is ae-
cused of extravagance, and it i= said that private enmter-
‘prise could reduce its expenses by one hsalf, but the post
affice will perform services for a cent which no express
company would perform for less than fifteen.
" There is considerable difference between being able to do
& thing and doing it. The Standard Oil Trust'is able to re-
duce the price of oll, but It prefers to Increase the fund
lvlﬂa.l-)le for Mr. Rockefeller's philanthroples. The Sultan
of Turkey is able to stop the Armenlan massacres, bui it
sufts him to have them go on. When Mr,. Grant discusses the
question of pﬁblic versus privnte agencles again he should
not be satiefied with convincéing himself that corporations
_gan do work more economically to themselves than munie-
ipalities can; he should find out whether thelr services are
wmore economic] to thelr customers,

.
One hears much complaining these

WOMEN days about the crowds that visit the
D big stores. - The men and women who

AN are prepared to give positive judgments
CROWDS. upon all questions that vex mortal

g souls have declalmed and writien vol-

minously npon the subject. Listen to them and you will
~nagine that all the women of New York are rushing to
‘surly graves through the crowded alsles of the dry goods
l{oi'u. They will tell you that smiles have bean banished
from the faces of shoppers, to be replaced, as one enthusi-
astic female eensor puts it, by “rasping, contorted expres-
_slons” and “frowns of discontent and dlspleasure.” .

But how different Is the story told by the shoppers them-
selves! Bes them in the Heat of the chase, obgerve the en-
thusiasm which lights their faces, mark 'the smllés of
triumph, which indicate their success in acquiring the
covated bargains, and then listen to the animated stories of
thelr experiences. No fox hunter ever waxed more eloguent
in describing his conquest of the brush than does the shop-
per in telling how she secursd the eagerly sought bargaln,
and the bleod of the one is as thoroughly stirred by the
chase as is that of the other. It is absurd to suggest that
the women of New York are given to pursuits that destroy
either bealth or beauty. Bhopping affords them delightful
exhllaration and excellent exercise, and the veteran shop-
pers are alert, vigorous and lavel-headed.

The wide-awake merchant knows that the average
woman loves o crowd, and he alms to give his store the ap-
vearance of being crowded, even when trade is dull. An

apty stors Is avolded by women as If it were a plague
spot, while a crowd attracts her just as it does the busy
brokers of Wall Street, who are curlous enough to stop In

‘the midst of weighty business to peer over the shoulders |'

of office boys gathered around a fallen horse, It Is because
the merchant understands human nature that he krows
‘how to arouse the curiosity that is one of its charaoter-
Istics, When shoppers are few he places his most attractive
warea at the maln entrances, where the knowing shoppers
will pounce upon them. Thess attract the idle passers,
and soon a crowd forms. Presently those In the rear, un-
able to get mear the counters, move on to givg animation
to the deserted alsles, and thus the merchant’s object is
obtained.

Emile Zola, the great French raallst, spent months in
studying the operations of 4 great department store in
Parts, and in the novel he ‘based upon his observations he

nesw success. Speaking of his hero, the manager of a great
department store, he sald: : S

a nole ., a erowd, evidence of llfe; for life, sald he, attracts
lifre Increases and multiplies.”

There i5 a store in Chicago in which, It Is alleged, the
crowds are habftually so great that visitors have been ear-
ried from entrande to exit without once getting near the
counters. Of course, that is overdong the thing, but every-
body knows that Chicagoans are unnecessarlly energetic.
Our crowds ars nelther so flerce nor so cruel. There are
dry goods stores also in which crowds and nolse do not
exist. Thelr owners are congervative, and cater to ladles
with extra sensitive nerves—the =ort that shrink from con-
tact with fellow passengers In a street car. These stores
are necsgzary to a metropolls having In its enormous popu-
tation citizens with no more serious cccupation than the
destruction of time and money. But the merchants who
have their fingers an the pulses of the peop!e' and who are
successful because they respond to the popular demand are
the other kind, and It is In their stores that one obtains a
truthful p'icture af tHe active, Independent, vigorous, ex-
citement-loving, typical New York woman.

The Administration is allowing It to
ARE WE be understood that it is arranging for
an energetic forward move—in faet,

TO HAVE A that |t is preparing for a decislve in-

CUBAN FOLICY? tervention to end the war. The public

is wiiljng to give Mr. McKinley the
benefit of every doubt, but it remembers dubiously that
Mr. Cleveland used to cireculate stories of the same kind
when he had “Congress on his hands,” and that he was ac-
customed to drop Cuba with gheilish glee as soon as Con-
gress dispersed.

It is sald that the President's plan is to guarantee the
payment of an Indemnity to Spain in consideration of her
withdrawal from the island. An “indemnity" sounds better
than a purchase, and it might readily be represented to the
intelligent natives of the Iberian peninsula as a tribute o
thelr military prowess. Germany collected an Indemnity
from France and evacuated the country when it was paid—
why should not Spain do the same thing with Cuba? Such
reasoning might concelvably satisfy the proud and haughty
race whose honor is outraged by the thought of a com-
merecial tranzaction, It s assérted that the Bpanish Gov-
erfiment is disposed to'accept this solution of lis problem.

On the other hand all the advices from Madrid indlcate
that the Spanish authoritiss are as stubborn as ever In
thelr refusal to yleld an inch to the pressure of the United
States, They will make no concesslons whatever to foreign
demands in a matter which they affect to regard as the
exclusive concern of Spaih. Of course, if this attitude be
persisted in it will make an amicable outcome of the dlifi-
culty impossible, and President McKinley will bé com-
pelled to gpealk in terms that cannot be misunderstood. In
this eountry the Cuban question is regarded as much more
an American than a Spanish matter, and even Mr. Cleve-
jand admitted in his last message that the savage devasta-
tion of the Island could not be allowed to contlnue in-
definitely. .

Senator Tillman has promptly taken

ANOTHER up the challenge contained in Justice
Bradley's order directing the acquittal

SUGAR of Havemeyer. He has introduced in

INQUIRY. the Senate a resolution providing for

the appointment of a committee of
five, “with power to send for persons and papers, to employ
a stenographer, and to administer oaths, to inqulre into the
truth or falsehood of the charges made In May, 1884, and
into the charges recently made, and the scope of the in-
vestigation shall cover everything embraced In the resolu-
tibn of May 17, 1884, as well as the methods pursued by the
American Sugar Refining Company, better known as the’
Sugar Trust, in controlling legjslation In fts favor at the
present time; and especially whether it has in any wise
contributed to, or controtled, the election of a Senator in
this body at any time."

Mr. Tillman is not noted for urbanity or self-restraint,
and he supplemented his proposal with & few rasping re-
marks that brought the whole swarm of sugar Senators
about his head llke bees stirred up by a stick in their hive.
The resolution was promptly referred to the Committes on
Contingent Expenses, which Is expected to loek it carefully
in a =afe deposit vault where It 'will be ih no danger of ex-
posure to the air. =

This dlsposition to shun publicity is not a thing to be
encouraged, Mpr, Tillman may mot be popular among his

| assoclates, but that should not lead them to rest guletly

under an lmputation on thelr own honor. The Senate Is
under deep and well deserved suspiclon. The manipulation
of the sugar schedules in the taviffs of 1800, 1894 and 1807,
which are the only emes framod sinee the ereation. of the
trust, has manifestly not been the work of disinterested
patriotism. Senator Aldrich announced yesterday that he
and every member of the sub-committee “courted the fullest
investigation of their acts while consldéering the Tapiff bIL"
That Is the right apirit, and we hope that Mr. Aldrich and
his associmtes will prove their sincerity by insisting upon
the prompt adoption of the Tillman resolution. The matter
cannot be left in Its present position. The people have two
things to think about now—they not only want to know the
truth about speculating Senators, but they want to'know
whether the Senate has the power to compel Mr. Havemeyer
to answer guestions or go to jall. It will not be well for the
Senate to disappoint them. X

The objection to the expensive and flashy manner in which
Ganeral Miles Is proceeding from polnt to’ point Is Il-timed.
Genernl Miles gliould be permitted to'go abead and Impress the
forelgners with the fapt that ‘he is representing one of the most
prosperons nations on the face of the globe.

In his Ingugural address Presldent McKinley made a very
flattering mention of Congress, and Intimated strongly thar he
would have no abjection to having It on his hands, Congress has
accepted the Invitation, and It would be interc¢sting to know just
how the President Is enjoying himself. = .

It was quite thoughtful In the Nashville people to Invite the
King of Greece to thelr exposition, but owing to the boorlshness
of Edhem Pasha the King of Greece s not the drawing card he
wns when the invitation was lssued.

Ex-Ambassadar Eustls doesn't think well of the late arbltration
treaty, snd doesn’l hesltate to say so. Mr. Eustis s 4 triffe
late, but It will be rememberad that e bas but recently been re-
lensed from the diplomatie stocks,

Sapator Oullom has introduced a Iarge batch of amendments
to the Interstate Commerce law. Owing to*the actiyity of the
Supreme Court Mr. Cullom finds it difficult to keep his legislative
child properiy clothed,

With General Miles, John W. Foster, the Blmetalile Commis-
slonery and other offfclals abroad, it cunnot be clalmed the Goy-
ernment Simmer excurslon season s not openlng anspleiously,

A Kentucky Judge lLas decided that g mosquito bite s an
aecident. It might be well to kiow jJust what Kentucky legal
minds think of sunke bites and thelr old-fashloned tréntment,

It will be rather diffieult for Mr. Platt to thoronghly exploft
the wickedness of Tauimany s long as the present commotlon in
his own back yapd continues,

We Infer from the remarks of Senator Aldrich that he regurds
the Sugar Trust ns one of the moral pillars of the Government.
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Tile lald down a8 a law that not a corner of the Ladies’

»

Muscle, Brains
-and Hospitality.

NIVERSITY = Athletle (lub  chap-
U ples did themselves proud lnst night
in tendering a reception to Mr. Leh-
mann, the English coach of the Harvard
Cremw. o
The membership of this Institution I8
culled  from the alumnl of all Amer.can
nniversities, but when It comes t0 n recog-
nition of athletle worth and sthletie wis:
dom there Is never #& dlsgenting velee In
the Unlversity Athletie (lub.

Like the Unlversity Club, from which It
sprayyg, 1t ls conducted on broad IHneés, by
Intelligent gentlemen, and Is bound to sue-
eeed, '

The reception to M®& Lehmnnn s only
another evidence of its liberal polley.

Bagby, old chap, sunounces with some
blare of trumpets, that he has abandoned
his bagplpes and gone Inte business.

He has glvén up his morning musleales
nt the Waldorf and turned hls talents to
mining, or somethlng else, lu Wall Street,
thant promises equally well.

Althongh T baven't much confidence In
Wall Street mining schemes, I hope that
Baghy will succeed. He 18 an enterpris-
ing and adhesive lttle chap apd deserves
to mnke money.

Bagby's retirement from the Waldorf mu-
slenle field leaves that doubtful ‘source of
rlehes to the monopolistic grasp of Clarence
Andrews, of the Tnlon Club.

Me and Mrs. Killnen Van Rensselaer
have gotie to their. Seabright eottage for
June, but contemplite visiting other resorts
during the bathing séasom,

"This 15 fot beecanse the Lathing at Sea-
bright is Infarfop to that of other fushion-
sihie seaside places.

Omn the contrary, the bathing at Seabright
Is so unusanlly good that It attracts the
Dest swimmers from New York and else-
S where.

Among these are Hermann Oeirlehs and
Nlcola Tealn, both of whom are amphibl-
aus. Ther swim far out fo sex and spend
whole stretehes of hours In the waten

This Irritates Mr. Van Rensselacr. He
has o theory that such bold aillventurers as
Mossgs. Oeirlohs and Tesly are certain to
attract sharks in thelr deep seén excursions,
and that some day g1l the wonien and chil-
dren nnd old men that dabble 1n the break-
ors of Seabright will be annilillated by o
sehool of munenters chasing Oelrichs and
Tesla ashore. .

By going to other resorts where the
swimmers are not &0 reckless Mr. Van
Rensselaer will avold so slckening a spec-
tacle. '

An entsrprising dime mugeumn manager
‘has offered an alléged nephew of Uncle
Russell SBags a comfortable salary to come

1and st as #n exhkibit In hls collectlon of

curiosities.

If this purveyor of freéaks Enew his busi-
ness he wounldn't waste time on the nephew
when he might get a far better druwing
card right here at home. He might have
to give up the entire receipts, but the ad-
vertlsement would be worth .

There will be more fun at Morrls Park
to-day. ,

Louis Halght, 'George Eustls and Cralg
Wadsworth, and possibly Foxle Keane, are
golng to ride for the Amateur Cup, aud all
the gporty set will be there to witness a
contest thit is7llkely to be qulte as gro-

tesque but not nearly so dangerous as the |

absurd Hunt Steeplechase of Thursday.

Another “feature'” of the day will be
the settlement of the lmportany question
@s to who shall own the beautiful but some-
what corpulent silver imsage of the presi-
dent of the Jockey Club.

1 never fully realized the joy of winning
the Belmont Stukes until I saw that trophy.

Sir Tatton Sykes, who recently returned
to Engiand after s short stay in this coun-
try, Is the husband of the sister of Caven-
dish Bentinck, who married the twin slater
of Mrs. Ogden Mills,

Lady Tatton Sykes pald a vislt to New
York a few years ago, and the Fonr Hun-

dred prepared to recelve her with open |

Arms,

Mr. and Mrs, D. Willis James started the
welegme with a grand dihner in honoi of
her ladyshlp, Everything . went along
swimmlsgly until the end of ihe feast was
neanly teached, when sowethlng happeued
that caused the round of pleasures that
hitd beett planped for Lady Tatten Sykes
10 be abandoned In some Hstances and cur-
tatled In others:

SIr Tatton Sykes adyertised in the Eng-
Jsh papers not loug ago that he would not
be longer respousible for debis contracted
by his wife.

Cornellus Vanderblit rather seraped - the
veneer off William Waldorf Astor's philan-
thropy when he gave SE.(!OO\ to the pro-
posed Ameriean Vietoria memorial, a char-
fty to which “Willle Wallle” had subseribed
only $100.

Willie Wallle’s coutribution would have
been larger in all probability If the word
American hndn't been tacked on to the me-
morlal,

The fact that the Cornéllus Vanderbllts
are coming back to America at the eénd of
July, and will open “The Breakers,” at
Newport, has led some enthusinsts to de-
clarg that Mr. Vanderblit ls well on the
way Lo recovery.

I hope sincerely that they muay net be
mistaken In thelr concluslons,

With Louts Wormser, Johnnle *‘Plecrust™
Shults, “Purec'” Coliler and Regle Rives rep-
‘roxenting New York at the Philadelphia
Horse Bhow, we may be pardoned for ailud-
ing to the fact with some show of pride.

And who are Mr. and Mrs, George Gag-
non that are also accredited to Gotbam?
Can this “Mr.” Gagron be my erudite, opu-
Jent and skilful friend, “Doetor’” Gagnon,
who formerly toured the West with four
white horses and a brass band in a philan-
throphic effort to extract aching molars,
and subsequently came East te paralyze
Long Branch with Bis style and capture
an heiress with his accompllshments¥

There Is only one thing that makes me
doubt—Gagnon was too proud of the title
of “Dr." to {rop It for a commonplace
OIHI.|I -H-

We llve and learn,  An evening contem-
porary tates that the Marquls Ito wears
Amerloan dress, and adds thut when he
went driving yesterday be had on “a black
‘frock coag, lHght gray trousers and black
derby hat,”” : .

Hig Mz, J. Waldere Kirk gone Into after
noon journaligm?

To marry an heiress in these days Is to
be advertised throughout the length and
breadth of the land.

Mr. Larz Anderson will becoe as fn-|

mous us the late Phiness T, Bartum If his

anarriage to Miss Perkins and fier mllitons|

s mot moon solemnized.

Mg, Platt will find Hon, “Take” Worth & rather troublesome
“pacifica.® g ]
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Should the City Own
Railroads and Gas Works?

More Arguments on Both Sides of the Interesting Queat'ldn of
Municipal Control of Quasi-Pubfic Concerns.

WHEREIN SUGCESS WOULD LIE.
Ta the Editor:

I see no renson, if you have & thoroughly effictent, economienl adminlstration of the
ferries, markets, water and sewer hranches of the public servies nuder our present |
system—imperfect as It Is—why you enuld not extend the same system so #a to Cover
another depnrtment, such as management of a street rallroad. The ipeome from the
Water Board is sufficlent to pay all their roonlng expenses and to yleld quite x large
revenune to the ¢lty.

The two contentions offered agalnst munlelpal ownerahlp and operation of the fran-
chiges ave, that If you add more offices for thé politiclans to ghbble up, injury will én-
sue to the communlty, and that If the clty were controlllng these franchises they
would not pay—money wouid be Inst on them.

It seems to me the whole secret of the success of municipal administration will be
in securing trained and capable men. The publie Is belug gradually edueated up to
gco the necessity for putting a man llke Colonel Warlng In charge of the street clean-
Ing, and patting men in charge of other departments who, like him, have some techni-
cal ' knowledge of the work to be done., They are coming around to absndon the old
theory that & “business man,” & man who hoas been the president of a bank, or who
hes made n forfune on the Produce Exchange, possesses any special qualifications
for mannging n depnrtment Hke that of the schools. parks. charitles, or public works,

In no other city in the warld, I imagine, by the way, would such an absurdity be
tolerated as a leglsintive ennctment that no meidieal man ean be presilent of Its
Board of Health, or would be gpproved the taking of & mere buslness man for such a
position. The Massachusetts aud Mlchlgan State Boards of Health have gained a
world-wide reputatlon under the directlon of medieal men, The Health Offtcer of
Brooklyn Is a physician, and the Health Officer of New York shonld be a medleal man.

Furthermore, If the men in charge of city departments were trily representative
of the Interests and wishes of the: miss of the peopls, It wounld naturally give ‘much
better satisfactlon, and the great mistake, as I feel It, of the “reform' administration
lies In the fact that the appolntecs of all the departments under It have been persons
who represented but one class, while the grent mass of the people, partlonlarly the
workingmen, linve feit that they had no representation. CHARLES F, WINGATE.

CITY SHOULD GRADUALLY SECURE THE ROADS.

To the Editor: \

In a general way I nm in favor of the gradual acguisition of publlc frapchises
by the municipalitles. T should begin in this elty. by taking the Bixth and Eighch
avenus lnes, which I do not donlit ean Le got. Despite the oplnlen of the Court Lo
the contrary, we eft find menng for gett'ng them, Tt docs not follow that because
they eannot be got In one waoy they cinngt he got in another. There s a general
law which applies to that cage which hae thug far Ueen overlooked, The terms might
be a lrtle different, but they cafi be got one Wiy or noother. Then, after that, 1
shonld begin by gradually taking up other franehlses—eventually, the gas com-
panies—but I should not move too rapiitly with this; simply heeanse 1 think the mun'-
clpalities, New York ‘and Brookiyn, are not yet sufficlently organized in thelr methods
of administration to make It gafe to overload the publle officlals very much at one
time. But the example of the (docks, which have been tuken gradually under the elly
administration; showg the thing can be donwe and eught to be done.

All the property thot [g invested shodld be properly. pald for, hut I do not think
that the mere franellscs, which were glven away for ndthing, should be counted 4
grent deal, Some allowance shionld be made for them, perlaps, but snot thelr present
exaggerated value,

I am npt In the abstract very much in faver of the munielpalities managing these
things, becnuse 1 think that If we could bave an honest and feirless government, a
really Inrger tevenue could be obtpined from them by taking the vajue of the fran
chizes than would be obtalned through the direct ndministration of their affalrs. But
it stems lmpossible to avoid the corruption of munieipal bedies by these corporations
s0 lomg as affairs are left In thelr hands, ond, of course, they would Aght desper-
ately against the munleipallgation of their property. 1 belipve that It would be much
easler to hold the polltlcluns to the piblle Interesta on that Iseue thnn It woenld
be to Induie them to act honestly so long as they leave {hese rmi;tom Il tha hands
of private corporatlons and only pretend 1o horgahl with them for the pulitie revenne,
In such y transaction the public js constanuly chentid and rohbed.

So, In brief, my view lg that these varions franchiges should be gradunily and not
too rupidly tuken in charge by the munleipallties. THOMASR G, SHEARMAN,

PRESIDENT VREELAND ON MUNIGIFAL OWNERSHIP.
To the Editor:
I am asked, ““Bhould municipalities own local franchlses?" and “Are you én favor
‘of such ownership?"
It ¥ou mean, am I In favor of the monagement and operatlon of these franchlses
"hy public officinly, T answer, I am mai., 'If you mean, ami Tiln favor of gettlig the
largest refurn for the publle trepsuky. I say, I am,

Spanish Honor
On Sale in Cuba.
VIV e S, e . 5

mind to understand. the proud Latin sense
of dignity whicl mnkes tge aale of Ciba
Impossible.

We ghinll get a llne on the Spanish sn-
perlority to pecunlary temptation slionld a
reagsonable casl offer for the island be
made, payment belng secured by an Amer-
Iean guaranty. Spaln hog sold large quan-
titles of her sacrod terrltory tnh ws before

M the Spanlard In Spuln scorns money,
as he nsks us to believe by eable, then he
undergoes a magic sea change In the voy-
age to Cuba. In March last I was a paksen-
ger on the Ward, lug steamer Nlugata and
stayed by the ship while she remilned In
Cuban waters, galng ashore at the pokts
where she fouched. What I gaiw and whit
T was told by the well-informed forbade
me to doubt that the average Spaninrd in
the service of his country will sell nﬂy—
thing he can find a market for, Inelnding
hls honor. '

The corruption In the eustoms service [8
50 apen, sq gross, so pervading, ag to as-
tound the American. The shamelessness
of the cheating butokens n rottenness thnt
Is chronle—a matter of doarseness in vil-
iainy that can come ounly by generations of
nsage.

At Guantanamp, to Blustrate, I saw huns
dreds of barrels of dour, on which there
is a high duty, Involced and landed =a
fire clay, on wlleh there Is & small dutr,
or none. Every barrel was marked with
the stencils of the American mill from
which It came, and the handilng from
ship to Hghter caused flour to stjueeze from
between fthe staves, but that made no dif
ferpnes to the Spanish customa offleers who
oversaw the transfer. Theré was no pres
tence of concealment, no fear 2 observa-
tlon. It wis. mierely the custommury thing.
Had T been Interested enough T conld have
obtamed without troulile proof of the frand
of the Involee, followed the flour ashore
nnq ®een It dellvered to the conslgnee as
fire elay. If 1, a chance stranger, could do
this~why nor a Spanish sgent, were thore
any desite for honesty left in the race or
the Government? .

At Bantlago coffee was lnnded as beans,
for the same reason that flour beepme fire
clay at Guantanamd. At Clenfuegos {den.
tical swindling went on. The Involea gel-
dom “tells the truth sbout dttipble gonds
shilpped. into Cuba.

Beeliig what I snw, I could pot doubt the
veracity of the stutement mnde to me by
an Ametlean long resident in Cuba.

“If,"" lie satd, “you shenld go Into frade
here and begin by Honestly Involefng youp
imports and paying the hizh duty, vou
would at once receive a vislt of expostulo-
tlon from the Collector of the Port. You
wanld be' rezarded ‘elther 48 n fool or an
nonarehint b_vut on defying venerable eus.
tome and bregking up business In Cuba.
Eyery willlon dollars eollected at the eusge
tom honses which goes Into the Spanlsh
ITeAsITY  represents
stolens The seale of division ls aboiit thiy:
You Import a lot of govds on which the
duty ‘amonnrs to $1,200; you pay F800,
which lenves you $400 alead; the customs
Officers keep $400 and the Guvernment, If
In ek, gets the remalnlng $160,"

Another Ameriean with, Jarge Interests
in Cubn sald to we:

I have notlosd that there Is censiderable confusion fn the diseusslon of fhis
guestlon, based, no doubt, on mislnformarion. Lep ug rake, for exnmple, the history
of 8 nilway franchise under the law as It now stands, Pyblle necessity demands
that there shall be n rallcoad on a route where none gow exists. Applieation s made
to the munieipal authoritles to grant a franchise to operate such a road. Thereupon.
the franchise is publicly sdvertised for =ale at auctlon to the highest bidder. The
bidding is free to the whole world; the price paid Is a pereentage of the gross re-
celpts, and this secures to the munlcipality not only the present market valne of the
franchlse, but an increasing rvevenue as the, property develops i earning eapacity.

Some of the gontlemen who have dlscussed this subject are elther lgnorant of
thls fact 6r have intentionally lgnored It. No falrer method than this, It seems o
me, could be devised. The sale is advertised for weeks before It takes place, and
the competitlon has of late been go keen thiat the percentages secired to the munlel-
palities- have been 8o large as to allow boly a small margin of profit on the ciapienl
Invested In the Improvements. The assumption that (he clty gets no adequate fav-
enue for the franchises it selis at pablle anctlon is not Justified by the facts of recent
‘rallroad history. _

In the early history of the efforts to establish s rect surface rallroads In New York
Clty and elsewhere, what seems now to ben great [berality was extended by the

municipalities to the original promoters. HBut It must be horne in mind that these

eariy efforts to esiablish railroads in cldes were not viewed with faver by the caps
ftalists of ghe times, and those who bad ihe herdibood and enterprise to embark
In them were regucded as visionarvies. It is an interesting faet In the history of
dome of the rouds In the chiy of New' York, not geterally known, that paet of thelr
‘capital srock was pald at 25 per cent of Itg face viloe for feed for horses, anid
this" was decepted sulely for the reazon thut nothlumg else was jvallable. 'Theére seoms
to be an lnelination, b some suarters, lo discussing this questclon, ‘to harp on the
conditiong of these primftive grants and lunore the preseng higaly conservative meth-
od of deallng with francidses. This fs bock unjust and wisleading.

The Board of Aldermen recently passed & resolution demanding that the Comp-,

trolier farnish the Board with a statement of the amount of taxes paid by the wvarl-
ous rallroads in the cliy of New York, and the Cowmptroller furnished it with the
following tabie, which goes fur to dispel the mdustriously clreulared report thit the
public treasury ls ‘not recelving revenue from the operation of fryuchides at the
present tlme. The gable shows fhe amounts pald during the year 1806 by the Met-
ropolitay Street Rallway Company and the Metropolltan’ Tractlon Company:
AMetropolitan Ca,

(Btale Taxes.) el A p

O ET Mook af Biteot Hatiwny, Companyss:
On capltal stock Tractlon Company...
PORAL. < s tonnes

The eity revelved o large proportion of those sums stated in the last three Items
through the State Board of Equnlization. { .
© As to those who belleve that publie franchises should be operated by public offi-
clals, 1 entirely ngree with what Mr, J. Harsen Rhoades bas sald on the subject, but for
entirely different reasons. e has discussed the politieal bearings of this method,
about whicll he knows more than 1 do. My objectlon s based upon the buslness ex-
perlence of those eltles which have undertaken to operite street rallways, |

The cliy of Birmingham, one of the most progressive and best governed clties In
Great Britain. and with large experience In the matier of municipal ownership, de-
cided ata meeting of Irs Clty Councll In July, 1886, afrer a very  ciireful discusslon
upon the report of the Public Works Committes, to extend the present lease of the
rallroads there for n period of twenty-one yenrs to a syndicate of gentlemen from Mon-
troal and Toronto,

The oxperience of the city of Glasgow, which is frequently quoted, seenis to be ‘en-
tirely misunderstood. 1ts experience lag frequently been quoted as an Instance of the
economy of muuiclpal manag t. This misonderstandlog largely arises from the
publication, withont comment, of the following table, showing the amount pald to

the “Common Good," or General Muuleipnl Treasurer, between the years 1804 ahd]

1806. Thls table shows:

e e SR st 55

Hy Srrest Rallway Department for

In other words, the munielpality received $16,700 more In 1806 from Its own oper
atlon than It received In 1804 from the lessees, but ln 1804 the municipality lad in-
vested In the property only $TIT 475, and In 1806 It had §2,552,780,
© Huddersfield and Leeds bave been referved to ng clties which own and successfully
gperate thelr own plants. Huddersfield acquired thie street vallroad property In 1861,
and up to 1866 It had fust about pald the Interest at less thon 3 per cent of the Inyest
mentrsinee the acquisition. In one year a fax of 234 per cent was added to the gen-
erul tox to help pay the deficicncy of the Street Rallway Department,

Leeds negulrell the ownership of the tracks of its street rallwny compnany In
1404, Tt Is too soon to' look for results s to this experiment, but M Sulllvan,
of Massachusetts, who bas inveéstigated this subject, says that he Hopes the muo-
plelpality will suceped better than the lite stockholders, who lost $392,005 ont of
nn investment of $800,000 In the snme property, v :

"Bf it is proposed to ncguire those franchises already disposed of, this Is another
question. The munleipality can do this only by condembation pmwdinn as the
Court of Appeals held in the Broadway case that the value of a frpuchise and
‘good will was an asset of the corporatlin, to be trented as property just as much
as ‘rallg and cars, Under these conditionk, It would be necessary for the city to
SoE [ ke Sneiiecs, Sl diptant S0 R taTexly OLIIR B St

. Pradent MetropoMtan Strest  Rallroad  Company,
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M Most of -8 with-pioperty bere want the
insnrgents fo lose. We know what to ex-
peet from the Spanlards, but d6n't kiow .
how It woudld be under & republle. This ls
a bonanza country. T tlme of pence we
mike enormous profits from our plantations
and commerce. The Spanish Government
Is frightfully rotten and rapacious; but we
oan allord to pay the bribes.
| “Hverybody lLere I8 pon The make. Tha
‘officers don't want the war to end.  The pay
of the army nud nevy is double durlng the

war, aid there ls wiways llkely to he

chances, besides. You must have been
siruek by secing 80 muiy Spanish men-of-
war lylng ait huchor in the Harbors Instend
|nf parroldug the consts.  Welll that's busls

Leks.  Hyvery tew days one will stenm up
and go out to sea for o diy ot so, Before
that happens there s a lttle transaction
‘with the coal dealers. Flve or ten tons
will be dellversd on hoard, and the Gov-
ecnment will get o DL for a hundred tane,
It runs 21l through tho service, afluat and
asliore, I vou want ro go through the
lines to visit the rebels, ‘n 20-cent plece
rany seniinel will do Instend of the coun-
| Ferslh ol pass,

UWe'd plve nbout hnlf we've got for the
Islind to be annexed by the United States,
for the other half weuld become worth
mare than the whole 18 under Spanlsh r,nl'f..t
But we've nfrald of 4 Cuban republle.

| might be woarse for ps than the Spanlsh
system, rotten as 1t 1s.'

Seefng what I saw, and learning what T
| Tearned Trom resident Amerlenns, T laft

(iba  convinesd that lad the Insurgents

plenty of money they conld go abonrd
[ tear ships and buy the Spanish navy from
its officers. “The honor of 8 + When it
rames to selling things, Is as delicite as
that of the tie-horn gamblers who follow
countey falrs, Amerlenns are suffielently
eommercinl, henven knowg, but the sordld-
ness of the Spanfards shocks eyen (he

Amerleans who have wettled In the Iskind
and should have beeome hurdenod to Pur-
Ing (he bribes which the prond Castillan
exacts from them. _ =

Sell Cuba? Spain would rise to a goofl
bl s # hungry trout does to & fy, :

a-q‘rzﬂm M'EWEN.

' Engaged for the Season.

With Bosom Benting plt-a-pat,

The supple hyperholle eat

Went fiying up and down the hall
While playpiig with a sworsted ball, !

Thig wny and that she mude it fiy,
But on It ever kept her cye,

And tumbled o'er It In her Oight,
And rolled around In mad detight.

But soon the worsted ball she found
Upoit the oileloth all ynwound,
Taweund, and lving in a plle,
Begilded with her pleasant u‘m'llu.‘

!: And when she saw It Iging there

A ghapeless tangle 'neath the ehalr,
| 8he grasped.it In her downy paws;
And while a grin suffused her jnws

She lke p patlent penguln sat
Upon the bright embrolfdered map
And wotnd it back Into o ball

And rolled 1t up nnd down the hall.
ALl wght,” the banlface cemukfé.dn
lghted, i : i

1 wax ecstatle o'er the alry sample

You've given of your art, which {8 perfecs
tiot, 3 y

And now necept you for the Summer sea.
HO1 3 .

T open In two weeks the Moose avillon,

S be on hand, you'll have yonr board for
nothing,

For sitting round the log fire When the

dayiight, y
Has flown, and o'er the hill the stars arve.
shining. >

And tolllog in the host of i_ir_!i,ai-'-_n_m_iﬁq'ﬁﬁ
To entertaln my patrons from, the ofty
ut the blaze of hemlosk logs nssembled.

. 1

two other mlliions *

Your tallest lle of hunting and pf fshing,

.



